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Intertextile Directions Trends: A QUEST FOR ESSENCE sets
the tone — and the scent — for Autumn / Winter 2027-28

Shanghai, 27 July 2026. In an era marked by constant alertness and growing
disillusionment with the future, Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics — Autumn
Edition invites the industry to rethink how security can be built amid uncertainty —
by investing in emotional skills, developing flexibility, and strengthening social
networks. Through the lens of the Intertextile Directions Trends for Autumn / Winter
2027-28, titled A QUEST FOR ESSENCE, the season reflects a conscious and
positive mindset. It highlights humanity’s ability to cultivate alternative creativity,
integrate technology and craftsmanship, and use materials as tools for sensory
exploration; rejecting sameness in pursuit of authenticity and meaning. Beyond its
trend-inspired textile samples, the Intertextile Directions Trend Forum will further
this pursuit through a scent-infused collaboration between Intertextile Apparel and
Notes Shanghai, a premium niche fragrance fair in Messe Frankfurt’s portfolio.

From 25 — 27 August, through an inspiring display of fabrics and accessories, the Trend
Forum will give voice to uniqueness, experimenting with new combinations adapted to the
essence of materials across three key themes: FEEL YOUR SERENITY, LIVE YOUR
EMOTIONS, and PLAY YOUR ROLE. With a new sense now added to their creative
arsenal, Intertextile Directions Trend Committee member MUSEATIVE has been charged
with designing and curating the installation. Exhibitors from across the show floor will
submit samples that illustrate each theme, allowing visitors to browse a concentrated
selection of on-trend fabrics, and then intentionally connect with suitable suppliers.

Conceived by ELEMENTI MODA (Milan), MUSEATIVE (New York), NellyRodi™ Agency
(Paris), and Sachiko Inoue (Tokyo), the trend directions serve as a primary form of
expression inspired by global fashion insights, inviting designers to remain free to
embrace fantasy and creativity, escape from neutrality, and infuse the everyday with
excitement and exceptionalism.

To fully capture the spirit of A/ W 2027-28 and deepen the sensory exploration at the
heart of A QUEST FOR ESSENCE, this edition’s Trend Forum will move beyond the



visual and tactile to incorporate olfactory elements, transforming the display into a more
immersive and emotional experience. This autumn, the fair presents a first-of-its-kind,
scent-infused collaboration between Intertextile Apparel, the textile hub that shapes the
fashion world, and Notes Shanghai, a premier international fragrance exhibition, with
fragrances supplied by world-renowned fragrance house dsm-firmenich. As visitors enter
the space, fabrics come to life within a multi-sensory environment, where the interplay of
tone and fragrance heightens perceptions of colour psychology.

FEEL YOUR SERENITY

This theme rethinks urban life as a space for mobility, performance and well-being, and
reflects a softer resistance to excess in a more balanced way of living. Tinted whites and
veiled neutrals evoke calmness and comfort, while future-forward cozy tones subtly
transform the routine winter palettes.

Fabrics evoke experimental minimalism and therapeutic functionality, while emotion is
released in high-energy surreal traits. Within this direction, second-skin stretch jersey
provides comforting softness, while rubberised peach skin, techno taffetas, and iridescent
nylon embrace playfully fun and experimental forms. Plush blanket and cozy fleece bring
a sense of softness and protection. The theme’s fragrance pairing is Peach Fuzz, a soft-
focus cocoon of peachy musks and creamy florals.

LIVE YOUR EMOTIONS

This trend draws power from the quiet beauty of everyday objects, finding meaning in
simplicity and restraint, favouring comfort, function and timeless essentials. It features a
palette of natural colours capturing a poetic blend of memory, imagination and quiet
optimism — timeless familiar shades that renew the desire to reconnect with the land and
with a contemporary still life.

Key materials include felted worsted wools and Shetlands that evoke the passage of time
imbued with the tenderness of memories. These include a vibrant, authentic exploration of
classic patterns and nostalgic craftsmanship through tweeds, corduroy, and workwear
denim, while performance jersey, outdoor rainproof, waxed, oiled, coated canvas and
nylon help revive simple, real-life pleasures. Paired with Nanaland, a bold, playful scent of
banana and spices layered over gourmand, the theme captures youthful energy.

PLAY YOUR ROLE

Experiencing the ambiguity of an unpredictable world, people long for emotional
satisfaction and a freedom to embrace theatricality, fantasy or a couture spirit, infusing
fashion with a newfound sense of mysterious opulence. Rich and vivid couture hues
evoke a sensual elegance and contrast with softer essential shades in a mix that makes
the everyday exceptional.

Driven by a spirit of exploration, fabrics gain value through appearance and the use of
precious fibres and decorations, rediscovering traditional materials such as suiting twills,
dense cashmere-silk blends, stiff organza, and patinated brocades, alongside bohemian
luxury elements such as voile, plumetis and tapestry-inspired jacquards. This theme is
matched with Sandal Whisper, a refined, aromatic interplay of luminous saffron and deep
oud, softened by florals and anchored in creamy sandalwood.

To view the full Autumn / Winter 2027-28 Trend Guide, click here.

The fair is co-organised by Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd; the Sub-Council of Textile Industry,
CCPIT; and the China Textile Information Center. It will take place alongside Yarn Expo
Autumn, CHIC and PH Value at the National Exhibition and Convention Center
(Shanghai), with the venue playing host to the entire apparel textile value chain. For more
details on this fair, please visit: www.intertextileapparel.com.


https://intertextile-shanghai-apparel-fabrics-autumn.hk.messefrankfurt.com/content/dam/messefrankfurt-redaktion/intertextile_shanghai_apparel_fabrics_autumn/download/itsa26/fringe/ITSA_2027-28_AW_lo_nonPrint.pdf
http://www.intertextileapparel.com/

Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics — Autumn Edition will be held from 25 — 27 August
2026.

Other upcoming shows:

Notes Shanghai 2026AW
14 — 17 October 2026, Shanghai

Vietnam International Trade Fair for Apparel, Textiles and Textile Technologies
24 — 26 February 2027, Ho Chi Minh City

Intertextile Shanghai Apparel Fabrics — Spring Edition / Yarn Expo Spring /
Intertextile Shanghai Home Textiles — Spring Edition
10 — 12 March 2027, Shanghai

Press information and photographic material:
https://intertextile-shanghai-apparel-fabrics-
autumn.hk.messefrankfurt.com/shanghai/en/press.html

Social media:
www.facebook.com/intertextileapparel
www.Xx.com/Intertextile
www.linkedin.com/in/intertextileapparel
www.instagram.com/intertextileapparel
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Your contact:

Phoebe Chau

Phone: +852 2238 9941
phoebe.chau@hongkong.messefrankfurt.com

Messe Frankfurt (HK) Ltd
35/F, China Resources Building
26 Harbour Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong

www.messefrankfurt.com.hk
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Texpertise Network by Messe Frankfurt connects over 500,000 industry participants
worldwide, combining trade fairs with networking and digital offerings focused on textile
business. With over 60 international textile trade fairs in 15 countries, it spans the entire
textile value chain and secures a place as the main platform for business and information
about the global textile industry.

Background information on Messe Frankfurt

The Messe Frankfurt Group is the world’s largest trade fair, congress and event organiser
with its own exhibition grounds. With a workforce of some 2,700 people at its
headquarters in Frankfurt am Main and in 29 subsidiaries, it organises events around the
world. Group sales in financial year 2025 were about € 766 million. We serve our
customers’ business interests efficiently within the framework of our Fairs & Events,
Locations and Services business fields. One of Messe Frankfurt's key strengths is its
powerful and closely knit global sales network, which covers around 180 countries in all
regions of the world. Our comprehensive range of services — both onsite and online —
ensures that customers worldwide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibility when
planning, organising and running their events.

Messe Frankfurt develops new business models based on its digital expertise. Its range of
services encompasses venue rental as well as exhibition stand construction, marketing
services, staffing services, and catering.

Sustainability is a central pillar of our corporate strategy. Maintaining a balance between
environmental and economic responsibility, social responsibility, and diversity lies at the
heart of its approach.

For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com/sustainability

With its headquarters in Frankfurt am Main, the company is owned by the City of Frankfurt
(60 percent) and the State of Hesse (40 percent).
For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com


https://intertextile-shanghai-apparel-fabrics-autumn.hk.messefrankfurt.com/shanghai/en/facts-figures/global.html

